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BATON ROUGE, Nov.. 16— i 
Itwo young blacks were -fciUedj 
land one was wounded today in 
a day of violence thatded Gov. 
jEdwin W. Edwards to close the| 
jSouthern University' ' campusj 
'here. 

- The Governor acted tonightj 
after, he said, students set.fire 
to two buildings this aftemoonj 
and exploded a bomb at a third. 

He said that the school. wouldj 
not be reopened at least 'tintil 
after Thanksgiving. Bay, next] 
Thursday, and he ordered, 
ident .."Louisiana students to| 
leave immediately for home. 

One hundred National Guards-] 
men were on the campus with 
state policemen and sheriffs 
officers, and 400 other National! 
Guardsmen were at Ryan Air 
Force Base ready to assist if 
needd to back up the: Gover- 
nor’s order. 

. The Governor declared 



state of emergency, and Sheriff 
A1 ^iss ordered that no guns 
or. ammunition be sold in the 
Baton Rouge vidnity. The sher- 
iff said he acted after receiving 
reports that 10 Students had 
banded together to. ^ to kill] 
jthe Governor. . . . 

.There vTas : • some . mystery 
about how the two young black 
men had died. Both had Wounds 
in the head and anas, aiid Ae 
Govesmor said. , Aat ,a!;prelim- 
nary autopsy, report showed Aej 
I wounds appeared to have beeh] 
|caused hy No. 3' buckshot. ' 

However, he said that b°A] 
[sheriff Amiss and Capt. Ru- 
dolph Ratcliff, commander of I 
[the state police at the scene, 
had told him that no policeman 
[had fired any shots in the con- 
frontation on campus Ais morn- 



ing. 



The violence that erupted to- 
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day followed weeks. . of . stoae 
protest on the Southern Ui 
versity main oampus here ai 
at a branch in New'Orlean 
Militant students have seize 
buildings, staged mass march 
and boycotted classes to su] 
port demands for better Ibdi 
conditions, . a greater voice i 
university policy ahd the resij 
nation of the school’s presiden 
G; Leon Netterville. ' 

The violence broke out, th 
authorities saM, after, seven 
hundred students seized th 
main ;admihistration ' buildin 
and took over the office of' th 
president. ^ > : 

Sheriff’s deputies and stat 
policernen, . who were alertei 
last night that the student 
, would attempt' to seize the ad 
; ministrafa'on building, advance< 
■’ on the building and ordered th 
: students to leave. ' 

' “About 300 students stayed 
I and gathered in front of the 
; building,’’ the Governor said a1 



,fTa ilEws conference in his office 

■ tonight • ’:'■ ■■ — 

; Other . students were in the 

• building, the Governor added, 
; but the number was not known. 

! Smoke-Bombing Alleged 

• The Governor said it was 
1 ‘ per^ctly clear” that, before 
. the -police took any action 
j other; than to advance toward 
. the, building, someone inside 
1 the building or in the crowd of 
, students fired a smoke bomb 

, at the police. He said that three 
such bombs may have, been! 

. thrown. ■. ,j 

“The students spoke in veiyl 
' vile language and said they) 
would not move,” Governor Ed-^ 
wards said. 

At that point, he said, the 
police fired tear gas into the 
crowd “and the students began i 
to scramble, leaving two bodies i 
in their wake.” ■ 

The Governor said that one 
of the dead men had been iden-' 
tified as Denver A. Smith, 20 
years old. of New Roads, La. 



The Governor said that the ■vic- 
tim was a student and that his 
body had been claimed by his 
parents. 

Tonight, the other , body had 
not beenlidentified. “We are at 
a loss as to why not,” the Gov- 
ernor said.-. 

College officials have coni 
tended ip recent days -that “outr 
siders” were involved in urging 
the 9,000 students at Southern 
University’s main campus here 
to make demands for a diange 
in administralion and' curri- 
culum. • 

The Governor said it was en- 
tirely possible that the uniden- 
tified dead man was an “out- 
sider.” He said that, he had 
been told by a man who identi- 
fied himself as the defense min- 
ister for the New African Re- 
public that members of the Mis- 
sissippi-based group and mem- 
bers of the Black Panther party 
were on the main campus and 
at branch campuses in New Or- 
leans and Shreveport. 



Mr. Edwards said that he had 
not paid any attention to re- 
ports that 10 students had 
banded together to try to as- 
sassinate him. • 

. “You get reports like that all' 
if you’re in public 
Ide,” he said. 

Wounded Man Unidentified 



ae was said to nave 
been hit in the army by a tear- 
gas canister./ 

The Governor said that his 
order for , the campus to be 
clemed would not be enforced 
against out-of-state students or 
foreign students who had no 
place to go and would remain 
m the dormitory area, 
i . The Governor said tiiat dam- 
.age to the two, buildings that 
vvere set afire— the registrar’s 
office and a cafeteria— would 
totar about $50,000. He said 
that he had no further anfoima- 
tion on the reported bomb ex- 
plosion. which took place short- 
ly before he began his news 
conference; . ' - ' 

, The East Baton Rouge Parish 
coroner, Hypoiite Landry, said 
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; ' Boycotts Are Spurred 



^ J Dr. Charles Wv- 

iof tb?® hlack chairman 

of the psychology department 

charged that Southern’s presi- 

Netterville, had^^otj 

shown ihim proper respect and 
;^<^f|^himantl^^ 

drSl^t;^®P^'f ® ' appeared ' to 
tematize and crystallize stu- 
dratcornplaims diat theuniver- 
sity was Awaiting “black 
a'^ening ”. It generated efifec- 
tiye class boycotts and protest 
mardies at both campuses and 
of p. administration 

Students'- de- 
condi- 
tions, brtter food, broader pro- 
grams of black studies, and^the 

^®»ibns of Dr. Netterviul 

md Dr. Emmett: W. Bashful 

the umversity^s vice president 
m charge of the New Orleans! 
c^pus. Both: men are black^ I 
L^°>^c™or Edwards, ''who! 
'^edged support for the admin™ 
istrators, activated 500 Na-' 

o Ipo^^'dsmen on Nov l 
to assist campus security guards ! 

Then he or-j 
days/ ®ohpol, closed for- five 
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